Joseph and Melinda Huszti
Conducting Prize 2026 for
Mid to Later Career Conductors

Recognizing Outstanding Choral

Rehearsal and Performance

Award Recipient: Heather Bishop

The California Choral Directors Association is proud to announce that the
inaugural 2026 Joseph and Melinda Huszti Choral Conducting Prize has been

awarded to Heather Bishop. While reviewing her work, our judging panel’s notes
included:

“Best-of-the-best in choral music education.”
“Aspiring educators at all levels could learn from watching her teach.”
“She exemplifies the best kind of artist-teacher that choral directors strive to be.”

Heather Bishop is the Choir Director and Performing Arts Chair at Clovis North
High School, where she leads one of the Central Valley’s most distinguished and
dynamic choral programs. Under her direction, the Clovis North Women’s Chorale
has been featured at three Western Division ACDA Conferences: Long Beach
(2022), Pasadena (2018), and Las Vegas (2004); as well as multiple CASMEC
Conferences (2022, 2018, 2002).
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A passionate advocate for music education and mentorship, Heather has served
on numerous professional boards, including over a decade on the California
Choral Directors Association (CCDA) Board, the Western Division ACDA Board,
and as the Choral Representative for the FMCMEA Board. She has also served as
a mentor teacher through the district induction program for eight years and a

Choral Resource Teacher for Clovis Unified School District.

Heather earned her Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Performance from the
University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music, where she attended
on a full scholarship and was a Chancellor’s Award recipient. Her choirs have
performed on prestigious stages across the country, including multiple
appearances at New York’s Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall, as well as in Florida,
Hawaii, Chicago, San Francisco, Costa Mesa, Anaheim, and Washington, D.C.

She has received numerous Command Performance Awards at CSU Fresno and
CUSD festivals, taught at Idyllwild Arts, and been a collaborative artist on the
piano at the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute. Before moving to the high school
level, Heather spent ten years teaching elementary music, laying a strong
foundation for students’ lifelong musicianship. An accomplished pianist and
accompanist, she has accompanied numerous county, regional, and state honor

choirs as well as state conferences and reading sessions for over 30 years.

Beyond her professional achievements, Heather and her husband, Dan, are proud

parents of three talented musicians and continue to take great joy in supporting
their children’s artistic journeys.
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