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Judges Panel 

American Prize winner Dr. Allan Laiño believes 
in creating environments where all voices can 
flourish, from the nation’s most prominent 
stages to its most intimate communities. From 
his work as Artistic Director of 
the Congressional Chorus in Washington, D.C., 
to his mentorship as Principal Conductor and 
Advanced Studies Director for the National 
Children’s Chorus, and Principal Conductor of 
the National Youth Opera Academy, Dr. Laiño is 
a conductor of remarkable versatility and 
vision.  Full bio 

 

Houston Chamber Choir Artistic Director, Dr. 
Betsy Cook Weber, enjoys 
an international reputation as a conductor, 
clinician, adjudicator, and presenter. Weber 
is the Madison Endowed Professor of Music 
Emeritus at the University of Houston Moores 
School of Music as well as Director Emeritus of 
the Houston Symphony Chorus. Today, she is 
one of the few choral conductors in the world to 
have directed a large choral program at a 
top-tier university, the chorus of a major 
symphony orchestra, and now, a Grammy 
Award-winning professional ensemble, 
the Houston Chamber Choir. Full bio 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.allanlaino.com/
https://www.houstonchamberchoir.org/betsy-cook-weber


 

 

Dr. Kimberly Dunn Adams is the Director of 
Choral Activities at West Chester University, 
where she conducts the Concert Choir and 
Oriana Chorale. She also teaches 
undergraduate and graduate courses in choral 
conducting and literature. Dr. Adams previously 
served as the Director of Choral Activities at 
Western Michigan University for thirteen years; 
prior to that, she was the Director of Choral 
Ensembles at Mount Holyoke College. She 
maintains an active profile as a presenter, 
clinician, and guest conductor, both 
domestically and internationally. Full bio 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Lisa Wong, a distinguished choral 
conductor and educator, serves as Director of 
Choruses for The Cleveland Orchestra. She is 
Professor Emerita at The College of Wooster, 
where she served as Director of the 
award-winning Wooster Chorus for sixteen 
years. Her expertise in music education is 
informed by 32 years of classroom experience 
and extensive work as a clinician, adjudicator, 
and guest conductor. Dr. Wong’s academic 
foundation is complemented by a rich career 
dedicated to inspiring and nurturing musicians 
of all ages. Full bio 

 

https://www.wcupa.edu/music/ensembleFaculty/kAdams.aspx
https://www.clevelandorchestra.com/discover/meet-the-musicians/conductors/wong-lisa/


 

 

Theodore Thorpe III is a sought-after 
conductor, clinician, musical director, and 
composer. Mr. Thorpe presently serves as 
music director and staff musician at the historic 
Alfred Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, VA; 
Co-Artistic Director for the Washington 
Douglass Chorale; and Director of Choral 
Activities at Alexandria City High 
School. Recently, he was featured in the 
Yamaha “40 Under 40” Class of 2023 for his 
outstanding contribution to music education. Mr. 
Thorpe continues to look for ways to make a 
difference in education and the lives of young 
people, while blazing a trail for upcoming 
musicians. Full bio 

https://www.3tmusic.com/bio

